February 2010 Newsletter

Dear Parents:

The second semester of the 2009/10 school year 1s here. The third marking
period begins on Monday, February 1". Report cards will be sent home with our
middle school students on or around February 5".

We will hold our February Awards Assembly during 3 period on Thursday,
February 25". In the event of a snow day, this assembly will be rescheduled for
Friday, February 26"

The week of February 8" is Spirit Week. Students will enjoy wearing a variety
of attire each day, and we will conclude the week with our Spirit Rally and Activity
Day on Friday, February 12"

School will not be in session for the mid-winter recess from February 15"
through February 19". Classes will resume on Monday, February 22",

Our next PTO meeting will be held on Monday, March 8", at 4:30 p.m. in the
Middle School Conference Room. We would be thrilled to have you join us.

Student Council will sponsor an Activity Night on Friday, March 5", from 7:00
until 9:00 p.m. Should the event need to be postponed due to a snow day or
iclement weather, the Activity Night will be rescheduled for March 12",

Have a terrific Valentine’s Day!

Sincerely,

Debra S. Percy
Principal

Happy &roundhog Day!



Thousand Islands Middle School
Character Theme for February:
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To be able and willing to persuade, guide, and direct
others in a certain direction.

Student Recognition
For December

Grade 6: Sam Benjamin, Tyler Bidwell, Aleigha
Ely, Chance Fleming, Taylin Fulmer, Megan
Mclintire, Alleigh Robbins, McKenna Schnauber,
Claire Sheley, Kalie Sposato, Maura Warren,
Schuyler Withington, and Hannah Wood.

Grade 7: Brittany Alberry, Hayley Aubertine,
Hailey Babcock, Taylor Baird, Nicholas Barker,
Lindsay Barton, Julia Bashaw, Brandon Belleville,
Donald Benjamin, Jason Bickford, Joseph Brennan,
Daniel Briggs, Amanda Camardo, Charlotte
Costantino, Hannah Fulmer, Olivia Fulmer, Lucero
Gamez, Ember Garland, Nicole Gokey, Theron
Grenier, Darian Hill, Randal Jenis, Anthony Kelley,
Nathan Kilborn, Kaitlyn Larkin, Robert Mclntire,
Dylan Manning, Rachel Martin, Caleb Miller,
Nicholas Nevala, Christopher Newhook, Joseph
O’Brien, Michaela O’Brien, Becca Pacific, Dylan
Patch, Alyxander Robinson, Megan Rupp, Steven
St. Croix, Steven Scott, Christian Shaw, Taylor
Singer, Hayley Stio, Mariah Turner, Casey Webb,
Dominick White, Shelby Williams, and Camden
Yerdon.

Grade 8: Michaela Alberry, Daniela Conti, Mary
Beth Frikken, Larisa Pinchin, Morgan Robbins,
Tyler Russell, Hunter Trahan, and Maris
Withington.

Ne School - Winter Brealk
Menday, February 15th =
Friday, February 19th
School Resumes
Menday, February 22md

ACTIVITY NIGHT éa %
sy

THE NEXT ACTIVITY NIGHT AT THOUSAND
ISLANDS MIDDLE SCHOOL WILL TAKE
PLACE ON FRIDAY, MARCH 5™ (SNOW
DATE FRIDAY, MARCH 12™) &
FROM 7:00 PM — 9:00 PM.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
CHAPERONE THIS EVENT CALL
THE MIDDLE SCHOOL OFFICE AT
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686-5199 OR 654-2145 EXT. 4001.
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Math 6
Mrs. Pavlot

Your child should be able to sing you a fraction
song and understand what each verse means!

During the next few months, we will be working
very hard to get ready for our NYS Math
Assessment. You should see your child working on
many packets that contain questions from past
exams.

If you are wondering how your child is doing in
between progress reports, ask them to see the grade
sheet that | hand out regularly. Students receive the
reports about once a week. They should look for
owed assignments and hand them in the bin!

Couns el or ' s
Mrs. Bartlett
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Report Cards
The second quarter report cards should be coming

home with your child by February 5™. Please keep
the report card and sign and return the envelope.

Parents of Sixth Grade Students

Your child will attend a foreign language
demonstration in French and Spanish. The
demonstration by the foreign language teachers will
give your child the opportunity to obtain
information on both languages that are offered here
at Thousand Islands.

In the third quarter your child will be choosing a
foreign language and a music selection for the
2010-2011 school year.



The following are courses in which your child will
have the opportunity to choose:
0 French or Spanish (once chosen, your child
must continue with the same language)
o Band, Choir, or Music 7/8 (Guitar)

Band, Choir, or Music 7/8 (Guitar) guidelines for
adding or dropping:

0 Students must stay in the music they choose
for the remainder of the school year; they
cannot drop their music choice. A student
can, however, add Choir after the Holiday
Concert in December.

All seventh grade students are required to take one
of the following: Band, Choir, or Music 7/8
(Guitar).

Parents of Seventh Grade Students

The results of your child’s Career Interest Inventory
will be reviewed during the second semester and a
copy of the results will be sent home. You child
will also have the opportunity to continue with band
or choir or both, if they choose to do so.

If your child chooses band and/or choir they will be
required to stay in the class for the entire eighth
grade year.

If your child has taken music in the seventh grade
they will not be required to take music in the eighth
grade.

Parents of Eighth Grade Students

The High School Guidance Office will be sending
home a letter in regards to the parent/student
conference session and ninth grade course sign-ups.
The conference session will be held in March.

Student Council News
Mrs. Hall &

Ms. Ruperd

Congratulations to the T.I. Middle School for a
great effort during the Holiday Door Decorating
Contest. This year’s theme was “Movies” and there
were some wonderful doors. The winners were: 6™
grade, Mrs. Hutchinson; 7" grade, Ms. Ruperd; 8"
grade, Mr. Roesch. Each of the winning
homerooms enjoyed a party with refreshments
provided by Student Council.

Our next exciting event is Spirit Week to be held
February 8" — 12" During this week students will
have daily dress up themes and on Friday we will
have the Battle of the Vikings Tournament followed
by fun activities both on and off campus. Themes

for the week are as follows: @)
1 Monday — Pajama Day GO
1 Tuesday — Crazy Clothes Day S -
1 Wednesday — Sports Day (!«g@
1 Thursday — Twin or Multiple Day d l
1 Friday — Class Color Day

6" Grade — Green
7" Grade — Orange
8" Grade — Yellow

Our second Activity Night will be held on Friday,
March 5™. This will include a healthy snack room
provided by FCCLA. Please contact the Middle

School Office if you would like to be a chaperone.

Foreign Language
Mrs. Bechaz &

Mrs. Lindsey

Seventh Grade

Phew! Midterms are over and the students are
getting ready to start chatting..... en francais and
espafol of course. For the first half of the year
students learned standard phrases to express general
information and discuss their immediate
surroundings including the classroom, colors,
numbers, days, dates, and weather. We are now
moving onto more independent scenarios which will
include family and personal descriptions, sports and
leisure activities along with grammatical concepts
and independent conversational techniques.
Continue to look for daily homework assignments
and students practicing their conversations at home.

Eighth Grade
Eighth grade foreign language students are

approaching the final stages of their two year
program which will culminate with the New York
State Foreign Language Proficiency Exam on
Monday, June 21%. As we finish the required units
of house and home, occupations, travel and
transportation, and health and body, students will
continue their weekly speaking and writing
activities in and outside of class. Students have
nightly homework assignments to reinforce lessons
taught and these assignments are extremely



important to their success in June and their regular
class grades.

Merci et gracias to all of the families who helped
make our International Food Day, on Jan. 14" a
success. All of the regional specialties were
excellent and the students enjoyed tasting some new
dishes including escargot and pickled cactus.

5" Annual -
International Club Trip
Friday, February 5, 2010
Winterlude in Ottawa

On Friday, February 5™, 2010, the International
Club will be traveling to Ottawa, Canada, to
experience the excitement and magic of Winterlude
2010. Students will visit the Canadian Civilization
Museum where they will interact with special
displays representing different customs and cultures
from around the world. Students will also
participate in various outdoor activities at
Snowflake Kingdom in Quebec, skate the Rideau
Canal, and enjoy cultural Hispanic cuisine followed
by a tour of the illuminated ice sculptures.

7" and 8" grade students who have participated in
two or more International Club events are eligible to
go on the trip.

FASHION FOR THE DAY:

Since many of the activities will take place
outdoors, please dress accordingly and wear
comfortable, warm boots. Please bring a winter
jacket, hat, gloves, mittens, snow pants and
skates (students can walk the canal if they do not
have skates). These winter items (except the
skates) are essential to student warmth and
wellness. Students who arrive the day of the trip
underdressed may be asked to stay back to insure
their safety in the colder conditions.

See permission slips and packets for additional
information regarding payment, insurance, and
border crossing requirements.

Visit www.canadiancivilization.ca and
www.winterlude.ca to see the fun and excitement.

ART NEWS
Mrs. Martin 7=

8" grade art students completed their
advertisements as the final project for Art this year.
Students can pick up artwork anytime. However, |
would like to hold on to some work for the Art
Shows and Exhibits in the spring. It has been a lot
of fun sharing art experiences with these students
and a great joy watching them mature. | will miss
this group very much and I hope they always feel
welcome to come back and visit! Good luck and
remember to always save room in your life for the
Arts!

7" grade art students are completing their
“Illustrated Name” designs. These are very
interesting and give a lot of insight into student
interests and ideas. We will begin ceramics for our
next unit. This can get messy but that’s what makes
it so much fun!

6" grade students will be starting Art in February. |
know that many have been looking forward to this
and | am excited to get to know these students as
well. We will begin with a look at the tools that
artists use in the creation of artwork, which include
the Elements of Art and the Principles of Design.
Our projects will be designed around these essential
skills and will be an interesting and fun-filled
adventure! WELCOME to Art!

Art Club Students are working on some very
interesting Mosaic Art designs. They began by
preparing the background, drawing the design, and
choosing colored tiles and mosaic pieces to fill in
the image. Some tiles require cutting and breaking
in order to fit in the specific designs. They will be
gluing the pieces and filling in the area with grout to
secure the mosaic and level out the design.

As always, thank you for sharing your children with
us!



http://www.canadiancivilization.ca/
http://www.winterlude.ca/

T.I.M.S Music News

Sixth Grade Band
with Mrs. Wiley

This month in sixth grade band we have discussed
and practiced different accents, varying dynamics,
tempo, and balance. We have learned our concert B
— flat scale and practice watching the conductor
while playing this scale. We continue to work on
achieving the best possible sound on our
instruments. We have also talked about tuning our
instruments; what it is and how to do it. | continue
to be impressed with the effort these band students
are putting forth on their instruments.

The band has three of their concert pieces and is
working hard! Our first performance will be the
Sixth Grade Band and Choir trip to Guardino
Elementary and then May 6™ for the Middle School
Spring Concert.

Many members of the Sixth Grade Band have also
decided to participate in NYSSMA Solo-Festival in
April. These students will be preparing solos and
scales to be played in front of a judge on Saturday,
April 24", This is a great way to enhance their
musicianship skills!

In early January two sixth grade band members
were selected to participate in the Winter Bi-County
Elementary Band. These students will rehearse
February 2" at Carthage Central School and
perform a concert on Saturday, February 6" at
Belleville Henderson Central School.
Congratulations to Emily Fearnside on the French
Horn and Ashlee Bourquin on the Clarinet.

Seventh and R -’-fr
Eighth Grade >
Band < wf;w

with Mrs.Wiley 4

The 7"/8" band continues to develop their
musicianship skills during band rehearsal and
lessons. The band has a great blend and balance as
we work on Gustav Holst’s JupiterandMars as
well as an IndianaJones Mdley

Please continue to encourage your instrumentalist to
play their instrument at home. They should be
playing from their Method books, NYSSMA solos,
and band music.

Many members of the 7"/8™ band have also decided
to participate in NYSSMA Solo-Festival in April.
These students will be preparing solos and scales to
be Elayed in front of a judge on Saturday, April

24" These students have gone above and beyond
by preparing a NYSSMA solo. Thank you for
making yourselves better! Keep up the great work
and remember to enjoy your music!

l®)
Sixth Grade Choir & o~
Seventh and Eighth a4
Grade Choir A
with Mrs. Ingerson L0

Congratulations again to all Bi-County Junior High
Chorus participants on your selection to the Winter
Festival Chorus: Ruth Briggs, Darien Frederick,
Michaela O’Brien, Symphony Quencer, Mariah
Turner. These middle school students will join
Angel Phillips, our 9" grade representative, at the
annual Winter Bi-County Festival. The first festival
rehearsal on Tuesday, Feb. 2" will be held at
Carthage Central School. Students will leave T.I. at
11:00 am in order to attend and will be transported
back to the High School. Please be prepared to pick
up your child at around 6:00 pm that day. The final
festival rehearsal and concert will be on Saturday,
Feb. 6™, at Belleville-Henderson Central School.
The bus schedule is as follows:

Pick-up @:

Guardino Elementary: 7:00AM
MS/HS: 7:15AM
Cape Vincent Elementary:  7:30AM

NYSSMA sign-ups are now complete. All
students who signed up to prepare a NYSSMA solo
should make weekly arrangements to see Mrs.
Ingerson to choose and practice their solo. A
practice CD will be provided upon request.

January has been a great month for all 6" grade
vocal musicians. We have been spending much
time sharpening our sight-reading skills in the key
of C & F. This has helped our overall musicianship



and has assisted us in preparing our Spring Concert
music. We have successfully learned a two-part
round Music Alone Shall Livend a very
entertaining solfege piece called Galop. Ask your
child to sing through this piece — you’ll be very
impressed! We will include some patriotic
selections and some lighter, popular choices too.
We have lots of movement and solo opportunities
planned for this program!

The 7"/8™ grade choir has had a tremendous month
building their sight-singing skills. We devote 10
minutes of each first rehearsal a week toward the
goal of achieving successful sight-reading! We
have been spending most our time learning two new
pieces; Be the Lightaind Viva la Vida These fun
pieces have been great for learning to sing solid
three-part harmony. As always expect lots of
variety for the concert.

Sixth Grade Music
With Mr. Goloski

This month sees a great group of music students
heading to new horizons. The students completed
their semester by composing original pieces of
music using rhythmic and melodic components.
They used percussion instruments to perform their
own compositions.

We have been working on learning information
about the various families of instruments. To prove
their understanding of these families each student is
constructing their own instrument made from
household materials. These will be presented in
class along with a blueprint of their instruments.

This month will also usher in a new group of sixth
grade students. We will begin the new semester by
discussing musical experiences and discovering
how music infiltrated and affects our lives.

1

Student guitarists have had a very successful first
half of the year! They have learned to play and read
the notes on all three strings and are getting quite
good at sight-reading new material. We have also
learned tablature. This is exciting because most
contemporary music that is published for guitar is

7"/8" Guitar
with Mrs. Ingerson
and Mr. Goloski

written this way. We have also found that it
reinforced the students’ understanding of note-
reading and finger position. Our knowledge of
chords and strumming has advanced to full C & G
Chords (Hound Dog and now includes Em & D7.
A more complex strumming pattern of down and up
strokes are gradually being incorporated into these
pieces as well as a “pick-strum” technique where
the bass notes are plucked first. We have had our
first opportunity to play a duet with another
classmate as we learned the French folksong, Au
Claire de la Lune.Our next duet is the second part
of Can You Feel the Love Tonight.

AL AL A A RAl A Al 4] ]/

Don’t forget about the Annual
V al e s Day Desgert Theater
and Silent Auction

Featuring T.1. High School Select
Vocal Ensemble
Tuesday, February 9, 2010
Doors open: 6:15 PM

Music: 7:00 PM

Emceed by Mr. Mel Busler of Channel
7 News
All proceeds benefit the Select Vocq
Ensemble fund raising efforts towarg
their competition trip to @velandin
May!

Tickets can be purchases through any
Vocal Ensemble member or by
requesting them through Kathryn
Ingerson @:
kingerson@1000islandsschools.org
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Thousand Islands Middle School Calendar
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o @ew February 2010 vy
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1. Day5 | 2. Day 6 | 3. Day1 | 4. Day?2 | 5. Day 3 | 6.
*ELA Mtg. — | *Bi-County *Bi-County
2:40pm Fest. Rehearsal Festival 9am —
1pm —5pm 1pm rehearsal
*End of 2" concert — 2pm
Quarter
*BOE Mtg. —
7pm
7. 8. Day 4 | 9. Day5 | 10. Day 6 | 11. Day1 | 12. Day 2 | 13.
*Faculty Mtg. *Locker
—2:40pm Clean-out
7:30am
*Spirit Day
14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20.
President’s Day
21. 22. Day 3 | 23. Day 4 | 24. Day 5 | 25. Day 6 | 26. Day 1 | 27.
*ELS Mtg. — *BOE Mtg. — | *Math Mtg. —
2:40pm 7pm 2:40pm
*Spring Sports
Mtg. — 6pm
o
28.




